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1953 - Born in Kibbutz Merhavia, Israel. NN yaga am - 1953
1976-1980 - Studied in "Oranim" College. SOMINT N7700 DN - 1976-1980
1986 and on - Teaches at "Oranim" College. DMK N77O02 NODKT DDA i1 AKIA T7ON. - 1986-D 7NN
One Artists Exhibition
1980 - Early Paintings, Sof Hashdera Gallery, Tel Aviv. T nanun
1981 - Paintings, Kibbutz Kabri Art Gallery. 2N 7N ,MTYA 910 IN72 DOIUKY DY - 1980
1982 - Paintings, Ahad Ha'am 90 Gallery, Tel Aviv. N2 Y7 an7an oy - 1981
1983 - "Thirst", Haifa Museum for Contemporary Art. 22X 7N ,90 DYN TNX DY - 1982
1984 - Paintings, Lohamei Hagela'ot Art Gallery. NON AWIN DONXYT [INTID INDY” - 1983
1986 - "Two Teardrops", Meimad Gallery, Tel Aviv. DIKOIN DY YT AT 00 - 1984
1991 - "“:Hea('e; fcornl:ue V:(/n:leera Fan fr the Summer", ~ 2N 70,700 AN SNIDT MYt - 1986
1993 - r»’le:1 L(::\Iraer‘sZa::‘, ;(:’:a (;:::m Gallery, Tel Aviv. DD IR SYTANNDEIN ANE |- 1991
1994 - "My Lover's Back", Lohamei Hageta'ot Art Gallery. AN TN DDIK NNV AR UK T 0 - 1993
1994 - "Two Series", Kibbutz Rosh Hanikra Art Gallery. JINOY N7 ANTIN MIAR 7Y 107 - 1994
1995 - "A Pioneer Woman's Eyes", Hakibbutz Gallery, Tel Aviv. PN WK AN NTD 2 - 1994
1997 - "... anani bamerhav Ya", Beit Sturman, Ein-Harod. QN 7N YN D7D 7Y oy - 1995
NN 'Y nMIoY N2 Sfann my” - 1997
Group Exhibition
1918 - Young Artists, Hakibbutz Gallery, Tel Aviv.
1981 - Young Artists, Shin'ar Gallery, Tel Aviv. NI'AYI1) nanen
1982 The Biennale for Young Artists, Haifa Museum for Contemporary 22X N YR N2 DY DDN - 1981
- Art (cat.). QIR 7N W A7, 0NN DODN - 1981
1982 The 12th Biennale for Young Artists, Paris, France {A707) NO'N INTIND ,DAVYY DINKY 12-0 DTINAN - 1982
- Curator: M. Omer, cat.). A(170[7) DY '0IM X ,ONO ,0TYY DINKT 12-0 ATINAN - 1982
1985 - Front Line, Ein Harod Art Museum (cat.). .(1|7U|7) TN Y INTD IR 17 - 1985
1986 - June '86, Dizeng.ofCentAer,A Tel Aviv (cat.). 1707) 21X YN 00 QT 86 1 - 1986
1987 - Painings; Qualq}n?n; P.ax.nlmgs, Ramat Gan Art Museum (cat.). (I707) ]2 I INTID Y 00 Y - 1987
1991 - The Secret of Minimalistic Pallette, Omanut La'am (cat.). QI707) 0V7 TODK /IYI¥A DIXDYN O - 1991
1994 - "A Form of Speech", Art Fovus, Memorial Center, K. Tivon (cat.) ¢ g s ; ;
1994 - A teacher Presents a Student, Art Focus, "Oranim" College (cat.). AN7077) Y20 7 NNXIN TN DI7I9 OIX AT MY - 1994
1995 - An Artist Selects n Artist, Haifa Museum for Cont. Art (postcards). {707) DX NTTID DIFID I TH7N DI A - 1994
1995 Facing Otherness, Artist react to Y. Rabin's assasination, llaniya, ANIM72) NO'N INTID DX NI X - 1995
- 9.12.95. (NNMO 9.12.95) 211 NXYY NIRZYA NRD NDN7 - - 1995
1996 In Memory of Avi Horwitz, Lohameu Hageta'ot Gallery. JIRON N7 N7 (N217) yanin X - 1996
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WHO WILL DO THE REMEMBERING? Shula Keshet

What is the nature of the curiosity leading us to study and research discarded literary and visual artworks of previous
generations? Most of the an work done by kibbutz members of the pioneer generation does not engage an audience or
reactions taday. Meir Levavy, presumably, did not engage an audience in "real time”* either. Did he ever show his "pioncer*
paintings in public? Probably not.  The three small paintings which were found in Meir Levavy's estate do not represent
the collective position or consensus. [n gray frames, they descrilie concisely and symbolically a pioneer's existential
state. These works are not dated, and were probably done around 1940. The medium is oil on plywood which had been
previously cul to serve other purposes, perhaps for holiday decoration. This fact is of major concern hete,
From aur point of view, so il seems, the significant and abliging dialogue has shifted it emphasis. The main issue is no
longer the personal interaction between the viewer and the work of ant, but the interaction between ourselves and our
past, taking place in the same space. We are given an opportunity 1o engage in a dialogue wilh preceding generalions,
Odysseus, the one from Haim Guri's play Shoshanat Haroohot (The 4 Points of the Compass), who lost his Ithaca, which
had been sunk under water, returns to the last crossroads he had heen 1o so that he might locate himself in the present,
Idit Levavy farces her grandfather to engage in a dialogue across the barrier of time with her and with us, possibly his
first dialogue ever.
Meir Levavy belonged 10 a generation of pioncer-immigrants who came to this country after the Russian Revolution and
after World War |, 1o take part, in persan, in the dramatic endeavor of establiching a National Home for the Jewish people.
These people left their old homelands in order to retuin 10 an ancient-new homeland; they traded the scenery of their
childhood with a place that until then had embraced only expanses of dreams and longings, The Zionist undertaking
swept away their individualities and engulicd within the collective effont. They responded to the mission of their generation,
willingly sacrificing personal pursuils for general ones. Joining the "Pioneer Order" was conceived as an act of worship,
Joining the struggle to be capable of physical work {to *possess" it), primarily farming, was one's membership card to
this “order.” It demanded self-sacrifice, pain, asceticism and self-restraint. Personal drives were suppressed, including
the arlistic ene. The crealive urge was suppressed in favor of practical goals. Pride, enthusiasm and an exhilarating sense
of beginning anew silenced other voices. Settling the country and working the land were conceived as equivalent 1o
cultural endeavours, as stated by Emma Levin-Talmi, one of the first writers in the kibbutz movement: "il (pioneering)
involves amazing artists: landscape painters using ploughs and teucks, landscape architects using love, and sculptors,
whose 100ls are picks and compressors, shaping the rocks of our land*
The physical difficulties of long work days under the blazing sun and the lack of time to engage in art-making were only
one aspect of this issue, the othet being the all-embracing social demands. In the beginning, the kibbutz socicty attempled

10 control all aspects of life, leaving little, if any, room for the expression of one's individuality. There were "olher” vaices,

hidkden or open, which reflected an "underground soul”, andl did nat make themselves available to the dominant idealogy.
They surfaced occasionally, but only after being self-screened and self-controled. The dominant approach, which thought
of the new life in terms of a creative endeavor, was intermalized by the artists themselves. No one dared to facus on personal
expression or 1o use time belonging to the collective for his own personal concerns. Publicly and openly, Levavy made
portraits of his fellow pioneers in the kibbutz, at which he was very adept. Privately, he pain(tc(l, quite hesitantly, his own
individual "pioncer,

Levavy's private *pioneer’ differs greatly from the collective heraic image, the one portrayed by Emma Levin-Talmi. In
his works, the figure is always at the bottom of the picture and the background dominates the picture. Nature, the wild,
untamed Israeli landscape, crushes a pioneer in a blue work shirt 1o the ground. In all of the three paintings the figure is
stooped and dwarfed. One of the paintings describes the figure’s interaction with the Israeli sun, a surreal, violent entity,
blackly dazzling and accupying the entire universe, The figure is either leaning against or falling on a hoe which resembles
a javelin. In another painting the figure is crouched on its hands and knees and a huge mass, a breast-like hill with ils
nipple reaching the sky, is rising above it, creating a feeling of pressure,  The figure's hands are exposed and scratch the
dry earth; its head bends down as if crouching in order to drink from a spring, except that na water issues from the dry
clods. The large white rocks at both edges of the painting suggest tombstones. In the third painting, the “pioncer” is seen
arduausly climbing a hill. Here, too, he is stooped, his eyes downcast; the sky above is tumultous and sombre. A
"s¢hizophrenic* cypress, ils op split in two, suggests a strong wind and indicates also its direction; the man, apparently,
walks agains the wind.

But there is a paradox here, The artist uses the collective symbals and inverts their meanings, yet his pictarial language
uses the same components: dam, adam, adama (blood, man, earthl, Amira Eran, a colleague and friend, contributed an
insight to this discussion: the kibbutz ethos refers a priori to art as an allegory; it cannot accept a figure which fails to be
a symbol, a landscape that does not convey a principle or anything mundane that does not stand for the etemal, Viewed
this way, any expression of the "subjective’, is of and by itself questionable. The individual voice is ultimately held captive

by the callective voice.

Dy, Shula Keshet + s the actBor of e book The Undorproand Socd - | he Begenng of the Kbty Nowd, | labiboatr Hameuchad, 1995 din el




Founded 56 years ago, Beit Sturman was a part of a comprehensive effort on the part
of the Kibbutz movement 10 establish agriculiural settlemements while creating a new
cultural identity. The movement considercd itsel§ a social and cultural vanguard.

At around the same time, only a few miles away in kibbutz Merhavia, Meir Levavy lived,
worked and created art work. At the time, though, his strength as an antist was not fully
recognized.

This exhibition, 2NN NY..* lanani bamerhy Ya]*, created by his grand-daughter,
Idit Levavy, is an atlempl to reach back and try 1o comprehend his life, on two levels:
the family and the gencral kibbutz movement. Beit Sturman, whose main objective is
10 preserve the pioneer ethos of the kibhutz movement, is now presenting one of the
mos! interesting artists who was a part of it in the 19305 and 40s,

The multi-faceted personality of Meir Levavy is portrayed by his grand-daughter, Idit,
while presenting two points of view on the same exhilarating, hard and unique experience
~ that of the individual pioneer and the kibbutz. No establishment is better suited to
house this endeavor than Beit Sturman,

Ofra Keinan

Director of Beit Sturman

" * *Palms 118:5 *.. the Lord answered me with liberation,
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